CHRISTMAS   PRESENTS
or something that she believes her husband has not known she
has thought of. If, unpacking her parcels on Christmas morn-
ing, she finds it in his gift, memory of that radiant moment
of surprised delight will carry her happily onward almost to
the following Christinas. Or at any rate until her birthday.
But birthday presents, however agreeable, are not the
same as Christmas presents. One is newly born every Christ-
mas morning. I think the postmen themselves know this; for
it seems to me that they never show any of the sullen indig-
nation at overwork that most of us feel when we have an
unwelcome task to perform. I have a notion that parcels must
make themselves light; that they radiate the goodwill of their
senders; and that some foretaste of the pleasure they are to give
causes the men who bring them to our doors to disregard the
labour and relish only the sweetness of the season of giving.
They must need some such kindness at Christmastide.
Otherwise the burden of gifts for others would bow them
down, and they might throw away a few parcels out of hatred
of the lucky ones. It would never do if our heaps were to be
mysteriously small, and we were to discover that the postman
had decided that we had received quite enough presents for
one year. He, after all, has no reindeer to whirl him through
the air. He has a van or a motor-cycle; but in deep snow
hilly districts are not to be reached by motor, and in many
villages postmen must walk miles under abnormal loads
through severe drifts.
I wonder what the effect of presents would have been upon
Scrooge. I wonder whether I am right in believing that more
presents are given nowadays than ever before, because
friends are more closely drawn together than they have ever
been. I feel sure that gratitude is more keenly felt now; and
that is because, with so much that is horrifying and frighten-
ing in the over-mechanized world of today, we are so thankful
to realize that old friendships have lost none of their power.
We like our friends the better because of the contrast between
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